7th Grade Summer Reading

You have made it to the Seventh Grade. Congratulations!

As you enjoy exercising, resting, and relaxing during the summer, you
need to continue to exercise your mind, for learning never ends.

The following diverse collection of books will offer you much enjoyment
as you choose from it what you find interesting and fun. Since you will
be using mathletics.com to exercise your mind mathematically, the
reading of any of these books will help you complement your learning
by allowing you to reflect on several important areas in life, and what
being human is all about.

We are requiring that you read at least 400 pages this summer,
which means you will be reading at least two books, maybe three or
four. You will be reading approximately 4 to 5 pages per day
throughout the whole summer. For each of the books you read, a
book report must be completed which will be collected during the
second week of school. The book reports will be part of your grade for
the first quarter and late work will not be accepted.

Choose at least one book from Group A. This group includes books
for which you will be able to get AR points by taking the corresponding
AR tests during the first two weeks of school and have them counted for
AR points for the first quarter. Choose one or two books from Group
B to complete your 400 pages.

Group A

Bauer, Joan Stand Tall - 192 pgs.
Tree, a six-foot-three-inch twelve-year-old, copes with his parents’
recent divorce and his failure as an athlete by helping his grandfather, a
Vietnam vet and recent amputee, and Sophie, a new girl in school.

Bruchac, Joseph Skeleton Man - 114 pgs.
After her parents disappear, Molly must rely on her dreams about an old
Mohawk story for her safety and maybe even her life.



Cushman, Karen Catherine Called Birdy—169 pgs.
The 14-year old daughter of an English country night longs for
adventure and to avoid marriage with any of the suitors her father has
picked for her.

Jimenez, Francisco The Circuit - 134 pgs.
These are the stories of an immigrant child from Mexico during the very
hard times of the late 40’s, as he alternates between migrant farm work
and the classroom.

Stahler, David Truesight - 192 pgs.
In a distant frontier world, thirteen-year-old Jacob is uncertain of his
future in a community that considers blindness a virtue and “seers” as
aberrations.

Zindel, Paul The Pigman - 158 pgs.
A boy and girl, high school sophomores from unhappy homes, tell of
their bizarre relationship with an old man.

Group B

Avi The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle—215 pgs.
As the lone “young lady” on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte
learns that the captain is murderous and crew rebellious.

Caletti, Deb Honey, Baby, Sweetheart - 320 pgs.
In the summer of her junior year, sixteen-year-old Ruby McQueen and
her mother, both nursing broken hearts, set out to a journey to reunite
an elderly woman with her long-lost love and in the process learn many
things about “the real ties that bind” people to one another.

Cisneros, Sandra The House on Mango Street 110 pgs.
A popular series of stories about the life of Esperanza in the Latino
community of Chicago.

Corbett, Sue 12 Again - 227 pgs.
Bernadette, having wished on the eve of her fortieth birthday to be
young again, wakes up the next morning as a twelve-year-old, and
enrolls in her son Patrick’s class in hopes of somehow enlisting his help
in returning to her old self.



Gantos, Jack Hole in My Life - 199 pgs.
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and
smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and
went to college, all the while hoping to become a writer.

Hoffman, Alice Aquamarine -- 105 pgs.
Two girls are spending their last summer together when they discover a
mermaid at the bottom of the beach club pool.

London, Jack Call of the Wild - 114 pgs.
A dog is kidnapped from his California home and becomes a sled dog
during the Alaskan gold rush.

Lowry, Lois Messenger - 176 pgs.
In this novel that unites characters from “the Giver” and “Gathering
Blue,” Matty, a young member of a utopian community that values
honesty, conceals an emerging healing power that he cannot explain or
understand.

Lupica, Mike Travel Team - 288 pgs.
After he is cut from his travel basketball team—the very same team that
his father once led to national prominence—twelve-year-old Danny
Walker

Marsden, John Tomorrow, When the War Began 286 pgs.
Coming home from a camping trip in the bush, a girl and her six friends
find that Australia has been invaded.

Oppel, Kenneth Airborn - 368 pgs.
Matt, a young cabin boy aboard and airship, and Kate, a wealthy young
girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of
mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above
the Earth’s surface.

Paulsen, Gary Hatchet - p. 195 pgs.
After his plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness, Brian survives for 54
days with only a hatchet, a gift from his recently divorced mother.

Peck, Robert Newton A Day No Pigs Would Die 150 pgs.
A thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy learns difficult lessons about life
and death.



Prose, Francine After - 336 pgs.
In the aftermath of a nearby school shooting, a grief and crisis counselor
takes over Central High School and enacts increasingly harsh measures
to control students, while those who do not comply disappear.

Schmidt, Gary D. The Wednesday Wars - 264 pgs.
During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his
classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader
Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker’s classroom where they read the
plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value

Stevenson, Robert Louis Treasure Island 197 pgs.
On a treasure hunt, a boy finds himself battling the infamous pirate,
Long John Silver.

Villasefior, Victor Walking Stars: Stories of Magic and Power - 202 pgs.
Autobiographical stories about growing up as the son of Mexican
immigrants in California.

Wells, H.G. Time Machine - 141 pgs.
A time traveler journeys to the year 802, 700 and finds the world to be
completely different.



Book Report

Name: Date:

1. Title:

2. Author:

3. Pages in book:

4. Publisher and copyright date:

5. List and describe at least four of the main characters in the book.

6. Describe your favorite part of the story in at least 25 words.

7. What was the message or theme of the book? What did you learn from the book?
Write at least 25 words.

8. What was the message or theme of the book? What did you learn from the book?
Write at least 25 words.




